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Height and weight of each child were obtained from schoolroom
records.
After completing the physical examinations, first the Rorschach
and then the Thematic Apperception Test were administered to half
the children on the list. Had time allowed, it would have been pref-
erable to give these two tests to every child. Children were brought
singly to a room in the employees' club and given both tests at one
sitting. The Rorschach was always given first because it does not
require story-telling, and it was thought that if it followed the
Thematic, where stories are requested, the children would try to
make up a story for the blots also. A few children were too shy to
utter a word; a few others failed to grasp the instructions; but on the
whole there did not seem to be any particular difficulty in connection
with these tests. Most of the children below the fourth or fifth grade
preferred to speak Navaho and have Miss Leonard interpret, though
there were a few who insisted on speaking English brokenly. All of
the older children gave their responses in English. In many cases
limitations of their command of English and difficulty of putting
their ideas into a foreign idiom stood in the way of obtaining the
full and refined data one expects from children of their age and in-
telligence. Yet, in spite of this, the basic patterns of their individual
personalities were clearly revealed.
Meanwhile Miss Jordan was making the acquaintance of the fam-
ilies of the children, interviewing them, and gathering information
about them from school and other government records. This was
the part of the Shiprock program about which there was the most
doubt and uneasiness in the minds of the Research Committee. Ship-
rock has such a reputation for being unfriendly to white people that
it has not often been a field of investigation for anthropologists, and
no one knew how the families would react to being visited and ques-
tioned. Miss Jordan started out very cautiously by simply going to
see the families and finding out if they expected to send their children
to school. Many of the parents expressed astonishment that someone
from the school should come to see them and said it was the first
time they could remember such an occurrence. When, in the course
of repeated visits, they discovered that Miss Jordan was not going to
take anything away from them or impose some new government
regulation but was really interested in their children and in them,
they warmed up considerably and did not show any unusual reluc-